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March 16, 2009 
 
Director of Liquor Licensing announces Kimberley liquor restrictions  
 

The Director of Liquor Licensing Barry Sargeant has announced restrictions on the 

sale of takeaway liquor in containers of more than one litre in the Kimberley, under 

section 64 of the Liquor Control Act 1988. 

 

The following restrictions will apply to liquor licences located in areas of the State 

north of 200 south (including the regional centres of Broome and Kununurra): 

• The sale of takeaway liquor (with an alcohol content of more than six percent) 

in individual containers of more than one litre is prohibited except where the 

sale is to a liquor merchant or with the written permission of the Director of 

Liquor Licensing; and 

• The sale of all takeaway beer in individual glass containers of more than 400 

millilitres is prohibited. 

 

Mr Sargeant said the restrictions were in the interest of public health given the level 

of alcohol-related harm that had occurred in the Kimberley region.  The extent of this 

harm was highlighted by the State Coroner’s reports into a number of alcohol-related 

deaths in the Kimberley.   

 

In January, Kimberley licensees were asked to show cause why the restrictions 

should not be introduced. 

 

“After considering the show cause submissions, and various other data presented to 

me, I decided that on the balance of probabilities it was in the best interest of the 



community to have restrictions placed on the sale and supply of packaged liquor in 

the Kimberley,” Mr Sargeant said. 

 

“Experience in other areas of the State has shown that by restricting the sale of 

packaged liquor, the incidence of alcohol-related harm is significantly reduced.” 

 

The restrictions will come into effect on March 30, 2009. 

 

Meanwhile, the Kimberley Hotel and Halls Creek Store licensees have been given an 

extension to make submissions to the Director of Liquor Licensing in relation to the 

liquor restrictions proposed for Halls Creek. 

 

Mr Sargeant said in the interest of procedural fairness, it was imperative that as 

many factors as possible were taken into consideration before a decision was made.   

 

The licensees have been given until March 31 to make further submissions on the 

matter. 

 

• A copy of the Director’s decision on the Kimberley restrictions is available at 

www.rgl.wa.gov.au 

 

Media contact: Gary McHugh 9425 1812 
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